MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
G.L. Gilleland Council Chambers on 2™ Floor
Monday, May 4, 2026
5:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor John Walden called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.

ROLL CALL: Councilmember William lllg, Councilmember Caleb Phillips, Counciimember Sandy
Sawyer, Councilmember Mark French, City Attorney Kevin Tallant, City Manager Jacob Evans, City
Clerk Beverly Banister, Public Works Director Trampas Hansard, Utilities Director Russ Chambers,
Finance Director Robin Gazaway and Planning and Zoning Admin Stacy Harris.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE: Invocation and pledge were led by Councilmember llig.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Walden announced early voting will continue through May 15" and

encouraged the public to get out and vote; he reported the Main Street Park concert held on Saturday
was a success and thanked all the sponsors and residents who came out; he announced the next
Chat with the Mayor event will be held at City Hall on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 beginning at 6:00 pm
and he also announced Thursday, May 7, 2026 is the National Day of Prayer and a group will be at
City Hall to pray that day beginning at 2:00 pm.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Motion to amend the agenda to add item #12 Consideration of Final
Plat Approval for Circuit Villas at Atlanta Motorsports Park made by S. Sawyer; second by W. llig.
Vote carried unanimously in favor.

Motion to approve the agenda as amended made by M. French; second by C. Phillips. Vote carried
unanimously in favor.

PUBLIC INPUT: The following person spoke during public input:

e Beth Duncan, 15 Prospectors Court, Dawsonville — She spoke regarding Item #10 on the
agenda and provided a history about the HOA’s concerns for the road prior to it ever being
cut. She stated there were meetings, discussions and emails sharing their concerns and
expectations for the road to be brought up to current city standards citing the city’s ordinance.
She further expressed that the HOA believes the ordinance should be the controlling authority
and the city should take corrective action for the safety issue that has been created.

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion to approve the consent agenda for the following item (a) made by S.
Sawyer; second by C. Phillips. Vote carried unanimously in favor.

a. Approve Minutes
¢ Regular Meeting and Work Session held April 20, 2026
s Executive Session held April 20, 2026

PROCLAMATIONS: Mayor Walden read the proclamations for Water Professionals Week, May 3 —
May 9, 2026 and the 57 Annual Professional Municipal Clerk's Week, May 3 — May 9, 2026. The
Mayor and Council thanked the staff.

BUSINESS

9.

10.

CONSIDERATION OF OVERNIGHT RV PARKING ON CITY PROPERTY: Cindy Elliott spoke to the
Council about a tourism opportunity to host RV Clubs who would visit the downtown area, spending
their time and money here, in exchange for overnight accommodation. She is requesting to allow the
RVs to park on the City’s property overnight. Discussion occurred regarding where the RVs would
park, how many RVs would be here and their sizes, potential days this would occur and liability
concerns for the City. Mayor Walden instructed the Council that if they wanted to consider moving
forward, Ms. Elliott could gather more information and return to the Council with the specifics and
dates to be considered for approval; Council agreed.

GOLD CREEK DRIVE UPDATES: Mayor Walden briefly reviewed the history of the Council’s
direction regarding Gold Creek Drive and suggested painting lines on the road in the meantime to
address any safety issues. Discussion occurred regarding another option for fixing the area in the
road, however, the property owner would need to permit the City to survey and evaluate the road to
determine the cost. The property owner, Mike Turner, reported he worked with his attorney and the
City’s attorney to negotiate an agreement to allow the City access to the property, but it was not
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executed. Councilmember Phillips suggested moving forward with obtaining access to the property
to see what can be done. Councilmember French noted for the record, his employer lives on Gold
Creek drive along with an additional 90+ residents and he is not representing his employer but the
district he serves and the city residents in the area. Councilmember French also stated he feels if the
ordinance was not upheld by one of the City’s employees, the City has an obligation to accept
responsibility and make it right. The Council directed the staff to work towards finalizing the
agreement for access to the property, determining available options and cost.

11. DOG PARK UPGRADES: Motion to approve the dog park updates which include the purchase and
installation of water fountains, concrete pads with stamped impressions and the purchase and
installation of two shade structures for up to $60,000.00 to various vendors to be paid out of impact
fees made by W. llig; second by C. Philips. Vote carried unanimously in favor.

12. CONSIDERATION OF FINAL PLAT APPROVAL FOR CIRCUIT VILLAS AT ATLANTA
MOTORSPORTS PARK: Motion made by W. llig to approve the final plat for Circuit Villas at Atlanta
Motorsports Park with the following stipulations:

a. Certificates of Occupancy will be issued for the first fifteen (15) units only until the private
wastewater treatment plant becomes operational; and
b. To install a gate at the start of the driveway

Second by C. Phillips. Councilmember French stated his employer is buying one of the units in this
area at AMP; he checked with legal regarding his ability to vote and determined there would be no
conflict and wanted that stated for the record. Vote carried unanimously in favor. (Exhibit “A”)

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilmember French appreciates the email Mayor Walden sent out late last week, expressing its
timeliness. Mayor Walden congratulated the DCHS boy’s baseball team for their season.
Councilmember Sawyer expressed her congratulations also and wished the girls’ soccer team luck
as they play in the Elite 8 this evening. Councilmember French stated the ribbon cutting for the new
health department was great and the facility is much needed; he thanked Dr. Anderson for his
contribution. Mayor Walden thanked his wife for twenty-five years of marriage and appreciates her
support and love, especially in his role as Mayor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 5:38 p.m. a motion to close regular session and go into executive session for pending/potential
litigation, real estate acquisition and/or personnel was made by W. lllg; second by M. French. Vote
carried unanimously in favor.

At 6:11 p.m. a motion to close executive session was made by M. French; second by W. lllg. Vote
carried unanimously in favor 3-0 (French, lllg, Phillips: Councilmember Sawyer left the meeting at
5:53 p.m.)

Motion to resume regular session was made by M. French; second by C. Phillips. Vote carried
unanimously in favor. (3-0)

ADJOURNMENT

At 6:13 p.m. a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by C. Phillips; second by W. llig. Vote carried
unanimously in favor. (3-0)

(signatures on following page)
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Approved on this 18" day of May, 2026

By: CITY OF DAWSONVILLE

John Walden, Mayor

Caleﬁﬁhillips, Councilmember Post 1

/L, A L

“William lllg, Councilmember Post 2
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jzidg er, Councilmember-Post 3
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Mark French, Councilmember Post 4
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_m@pﬁe[, City Clerk)
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STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DAWSON

AFFIDAVIT OF THE CITY OF DAWSONVILLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Mayor John Walden, Councilmember Caleb Phillips, Councilmember William lllg, Councilmember Sandra
Sawyer and Councilmember Mark French; being duly sworn, state under oath that the following is true and
accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief;

1. The City of Dawsonville Council met in a duly advertised meeting on_May 4, 2026.
2. During such meeting, the Board voted to go into closed session.

78
3. The executive session was called to order at 5 p.m.

4. The subject matter of the closed portion of the meeting was devoted to the following matter(s) within
the exceptions provided in the open meetings law: (check all that apply)

‘/ Consultation with the City Attorney or other legal counsel to discuss pending or potential
litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or
to be brought by or against the City or any officer or employee or in which the City or any
officer or employee may be directly involved as provided in O.C.G.A. § 50-14-2(1);

Discussion of tax matters made confidential by state law as provided by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-
2(2) and ;

Discussion of future acquisition of real estate as provided by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3(b)(1);

\/ Discussion or deliberation on the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring,
disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a City officer or
employee as provided in O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3(b)(2);

Other as provided in:

This 4! day, of May 2026; By the City of Dawsonville, Mayor and Council:

2P

Caleb Phillips, Councilmember Post #1

b ey A

William Illg, Councilmember P0W2 /
g ra %R Councilmember Rojt #3

Mark French, €ouncilmember Post #4

Sworn to and subscribed before me this \\“““\‘,Q"X.”"B:""”'

H  dayof_ In oun 20 26, Q%@?“VRYPO/%\/:,

d ' ' N 8. @ %
@Q»éﬁ)@&b&u» 8@7 S—‘Q’;’eo My %"-._“7\”'5
i ' Zo: COMMISSION : _. =
Signature, Nofaty Public 2% “Exbines -’55
3 2%, 218/ f s

My Commission expires: Febb B op 2B 0
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